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 On 29 March 2017, the New York Times published a major feature on Vivian Maier and her life. Among the photographs
provided are several which give insight into her life. One of them shows her living in an otherwise empty, dark hall with a stool

and two candles. Her main task seems to be to keep watch and to prevent burglaries.  In 1996, Maier went to Paris. She left
several pictures behind, most of which were taken in April 1996 in the early morning of a bright, sunny day in the centre of

Paris. The exposure is about 1/5 of a second, which means that she took these pictures with a compact camera. This would be
the first evidence for the claim, that Maier was a street photographer, not a professional. She had however done photos for the

New York Times before. She had taken several pictures of their home, which was then under construction. She had taken
pictures of John Lennon for the famous album “Shaved Fish”, as well as several other celebrities. Maier had a particular

fondness for kitchens. In some of her photographs, she is sitting at a kitchen table, her feet resting on a cooking surface. The
exhibition “Seekers of Light” is dedicated to her life. Some rooms of the house are shown which have been dedicated to her,

with all kind of exhibits. Her own apartment is now used as a study for a faculty member. The New York Times article
mentions a small attic where she stored many of her films. The prices of her photos vary from about $10,000 to $50,000. Maier

bought a large number of photographs. It is not known why she never showed her pictures to anyone and why she never sold
any. There have been several attempts at attributing the photographs to famous photographers like Henri Cartier-Bresson and

Robert Frank. The most frequently suggested photographer is Henri Cartier-Bresson. The Times article does not explicitly
mention the topic of the attribution, but in the exhibition the question is addressed explicitly. The attribution to Frank is not so
easy to explain. Frank’s oeuvre was mostly pictures of lower class life, which Maier would have hardly encountered. If she was
an acquaintance of Frank, it seems most likely that it was his pictures of the French resistance in the Second World War, rather

than his pictures of American street life 82157476af
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